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Preferring Advent
As a child, waiting for Christmas was almost unbearable—the anticipation of getting gifts, the magic of Christmas
lights and dread of the words of “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” The song still feels creepy, if not a bit
threatening, as it talks about Santa watching us day and night to see if we are crying, pouting, bad or good.
Luckily, I did not have a parent saying, “If you are not good you get nothing but coal in your stocking!”
Wonderfully, God is not like Santa Claus with a long list of the good or bad things that we have done. God’s gifts
are not dependent on our goodness. God loves us so much that Jesus was sent to be Emmanuel, “God with Us.”
The church season of Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, invites us to prepare for Jesus’ coming into our
hearts and lives again. We get ready for Jesus, cleaning out space in our busy schedules to reflect on the best gift
of all: God with us.
The celebration of Advent is out of sync with our culture’s emphasis on merriness and sparkling gifts and gadgets.
The stores play “Have a Holly, Jolly Christmas.” We sing “O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lowly exile.” On the car radio, a country star sings “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus.” We
prayerfully sing, “Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free. From our sins and fears release
us, let us find our rest in Thee.” The acknowledgment of human pain and our trust in God in our Advent and
Christmas hymns is richer, deeper, more meaningful and more honest that anything the secular world has to offer.
I prefer Advent.
Worship during Advent helps us to look beyond the moment. We have an Advent wreath in the sanctuary, its
circle of evergreens pointing to eternity and new life. We light four candles, symbolizing the hope, peace, and joy
love that Christ brings. We light candles as the daylight lessens to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world,
which darkness cannot overcome.
The richest blessings of Emmanuel, God with us, be upon us all,
Rosalind Banbury
Interim Pastor

Sunday, December 9:

Annual Christmas Dinner at 6:00 p.m. in Spring Hall.

Sunday, December 16: Christmas Cantata, One Service at 11:00 a.m.
Please join us for Christmas Eve services on Monday, December 24:
5:00 p.m. Family Emphasis Candlelight & Communion service
7:00 p.m. Candlelight & Communion service

A Look Inside this edition:
December Calendar ……...................Insert
Christian Education ……...................p. 5
Early Childhood Learning Center ….p. 4
Serving Others ……….…………......p. 7
Youth Ministry ………………......... p. 6
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FROM THE CONGREGATION
Thank you all for the kindness shown to our family during the loss of my brother, Jim Horn.
Blessings,
Jerry Horn

GIFTS & MEMORIALS
For the Month of December
Food Pantry
In Memory of Cookie Kosak
from Emerson and Nancy Deitz
Fellowship Hall
Donation from Walter Wade

TSPC Cemetery Fund
In Memory of Cookie Kosak
from Drew and Lisa Cashatt

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
1
4
5
6

7
8

Gloria Shaver
Mary Mossman
Preston Deacon
Sharon Estes
Betty Perrow
Matt Dana
Logan Hostetter
Angela Quickel
Elizabeth Reed
Emmett Toms
Amanda Houff
John Brule
Donna Deacon
Hazel Jones

11 Alex Sams
Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell
13 Cheryl Sams
14 Lois Davis
15 Richard King
17 Dan Coulter
Judy Hevener
18 Nancy Foster
Addison Tuttle
19 Sarah Birckner
Laura Houff
Steve Mason

20 Shirley Woytach
Grace Boxley
21 Doug Fulk
23 Katie Thompson
25 Paul Dana
26 Webb Thomas
27 Frank Mason
30 Ellen Beard
Lisa Cashatt
31 Phillip Harvey

An Invitation

It’s that time of year!

Who ? Angels Among Us –
(seniors)
Where? TSPC’s Fellowship Hall
When? Tuesday, December 11, at 10:30 a.m.
What? Program: Angels Among Us Chorus
Lunch will be catered: $8 per person

The Fellowship Ministry cordially
invites the congregation to the
annual Christmas Dinner on
Sunday, December 9, at 6:00 p.m.
in Spring Hall. Please sign up and
plan to join us for a festive time
of food and fellowship! The sign
up sheet is located in the coffee
area outside of the sanctuary.

If you plan to attend, contact Judy Dudley
(943-8138) by Friday, December 7

Reminder from the Treasurer:
Please remember that contributions for 2018 must be received by December 30, 2018. Any contributions
received after this date will appear on the 2019 financial statements. If you have requested offering envelopes
for 2019, they will be available in the hallway near the coffee area. If you would like to have offering envelopes
for 2019, please contact Randy Gregory (949-0829). Offering envelopes are kept throughout the year and serve
as an excellent record in case of a discrepancy. Please consider using offering envelopes if you contribute on a
weekly or bi-weekly basis to help ensure the accurate reporting of your donation. Thank you for your support in
the life and ministry of TSPC.
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Up Date from The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)
The PNC is pleased to report that the Ministry Information Form (MIF) has been submitted and
approved by the Session and the Committee on Pastoral Transitions of Shenandoah Presbytery. The Ministry Information Form describes who we are as a church and is read by prospective
candidates for the position of pastor. Writing the form has taken many weeks. It is hard to
describe our church's life and mission in a very limited number of words. Currently, the Pastor
Nominating Committee is in the process of reviewing the Personal Information Forms of
pastors. We have been meeting weekly, reflecting on scripture and praying for God's leading in
each step of this process. We have enjoyed working together, which is a great blessing in what is
necessarily a long process.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session met on Sunday, October 28, 2018.
The following is a brief summary of some of the business discussed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcomed Bob Simmons from the Diaconate Prayer Ministry. Session accepted the recommendation from the
Prayer Ministry to pair up and pray for one another and our church no less than once per week.
Approved the Ministry Information Form as prepared by the Pastor Nominating Committee and presented by the
PNC’s chair, Steve Mason. This is the form that prospective pastors will see, and was approved by Presbytery.
Joyfully acknowledged the birth of Hayes Alan Thompson, son of Devon and Katie Y. Thompson on October 15,
2018.
Approved the baptism of Taylor Marie Houff, daughter of Justin and Laura G. Houff, for December 23, 2018
Welcomed home Debra Fitzgerald O’Connell as she reunites her membership after being at Fairfax Pres. since
1989.
Transferred the membership of Helen Gardner to the Church Triumphant upon her death on October 10, 2018.
Acknowledged the deaths of former members Cookie Kosak and Lewis Davis, Jr.
Transferred the membership of Tom and Alice Reider to Hope Community Church.
Were apprised that Brian Otto, director of the Preschool will have his last day here on November 9, and Mrs. Denise Stewart will serve as the interim director.
Adult and Children’s Christian Education ministry will present a revised Child and Youth Protection policy to the
Session on December 2.
The next meeting of the Presbytery is November 27 in Strasburg, Va.
Over 200 youth and adults attended our Trunk or Treat.
Session approved the document created by the Congregational Care Ministry for reviewing and updating our
church membership rolls.
The Finance Ministry asks all chairpersons to have their 2019 budget requests in by November 15.
All officers have been reminded to take the lead in Stewardship tithing and have their pledge cards turned in by
the end of October.
Approved the paid holiday schedule for staff in 2019.
Received as information from the Personnel Committee the dates for interim pastor, Rosalind Banbury, vacation
and continuing education through the end of 2018.
Extended contract of Rosalind Banbury through June 8, 2019, and can be reviewed to accommodate the PNC process.
The trustees announced a tentative contract with Stonewall Garden Apartments, LLC to purchase Massanetta Cottage.
Upon request from the Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC), approved a congregational meeting for
November 18 for the election of the 2021 classes of elders, deacons, and trustees.
Session tabled a vote on the recommendation from the CNC to reduce our officers size to 9 elders and 9 deacons.
Approved December 2, for our Joint Officers meeting with individual Diaconate and Session meetings to follow
that same evening.
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DIACONATE HIGHLIGHTS
The Diaconate met on Sunday, November 11, 2018.
The following is a brief summary of some of the business discussed:
Prayer:
• Advent devotionals have arrived and will be ready for pick up on Sunday, November 18.
Fellowship:
Annual Christmas dinner on December 9 at 6:30 p.m. in Spring Hall. Please sign up if you would like to attend.
Congregational Care:
• Sent out cards and devotionals to church members.
• Still working to clean up member rolls.
Spiritual Gifts:
• Everyone should have received pledge cards in the mail.
Old Business:
• Katie Bosserman will serve as Diaconate chair again next year. The Diaconate still needs someone to serve as
Secretary for next year.
New Business:
• Joint officer’s meeting will be held at 6pm on December 2, in the Fellowship Hall.
• We have a contract on the cottage with Stonewall Garden Apartments LLC.
• Ministry Information Form (MIF) email has been posted.
Session Rep Report:
• Session will not meet on November 25.
• Recommendation to decrease the number of Elders and Deacons was not approved.
The next meeting will be held on Sunday, December 2, at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING CENTER MINISTRY
Quality Preschool Education for 2 - 4 Year-Olds

We are sad to announce that Brian Otto has resigned his position as Director of our Early Childhood Learning
Center (ECLC); November 9th was his last day with us. His wife left her job in early October for personal reasons,
and this put his family in a situation where they no longer had health insurance and other benefits. He needed a
full-time position that carries benefits. We are happy to say prayers were answered as he has been hired with a
non-profit organization in Charlottesville called ReadyKids that provides training to childcare centers associated
with the Virginia Quality Rating and Improvement System. We appreciate the five years of service he has given to
the ECLC as Lead Teacher, Interim Director, and Director. He will be greatly missed by the ministry team, staff,
and students.
The Lord works in wonderful ways as we are able to move Denise Stewart, a Teaching Assistant at the ECLC for
the last three years, into the role of Interim Director/Lead Teacher in the four-year-old class. Mrs. Stewart has a
Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential and twenty years of experience in education. Previously, she
managed her own daycare center and was employed as the director of the Augusta County Parks and Recreation
afterschool program. Mrs. Stewart has been married for 15 years, is the mother of five, and recently became a
grandmother. She and Mr. Otto have had the benefit of a transition period, and we are excited to see where her
leadership takes the ECLC.
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ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY

Women’s Circles
Fellowship & Bible Study for Women

Lena Venable Circle– Meets the first Monday of the month in the Fellowship Hall. This month the
women will gather for their annual Christmas Covered Dish Dinner at 6:00 p.m. Monday, December 3.
Contact Vicky Conyers or Shirley Dana
Mary & Martha Circle– Meets the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, and
have resumed their study of the Presbyterian Women’s Horizon Bible Study, “Cloud of Witnesses: The
Community of Christ in Hebrews,” lesson 7 “In Community with the Hope of the Future.” Tuesday,
December 4. Contact Judy Dudley
Ruth Circle– Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m. in the Kitchenette and utilizes the
Life Guide Bible Studies on “Praying the Psalms,” lesson 4 “A Prayer of Distress: Psalm 57.” Wednesday, December 5. Contact Ramona Bosserman

Kindergarten - Fifth Grade Students
Wednesday, January 2
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $10 per child
When Augusta County Schools schedule a teacher workday, we provide all day fun and activities in a
Christian environment. You provide the registration fee and a bag lunch. Each Fun Day includes a light
breakfast, afternoon snack, active games, creative crafts, and holy hilarity.
Registration forms are located in the coffee gathering area and on the children’s ministry board downstairs. Registration is required and is due by Monday, December 31. Forms and fees may be placed
in Harriet Thompson’s office.
Fun Days coincide with the Augusta County School schedule and may be subject to change.

Faith in Action Mission Day Camp
“In the Wild: Amazing Encounters with Jesus”
June 24-28, 2019
Completed First-Fifth Grade Students
Registration Fee: $45 per camper
Registration Beings March 3
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YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Middle School Calendar

High School Calendar

December 2: Community Outreach 1:45-3:45 p.m.
Meet at TSPC and travel to Birch Gardens Assisted
Living in Fishersville. We’ll make Christmas crafts with
the residents and share a story. Return to TSPC by 3:45
p.m.

December 9: Community Outreach 2:00-3:45 p.m.
Meet at TSPC and travel to Royal Care Assisted Living
in Fishersville. We’ll make Christmas crafts with the
residents and provide a devotion. Return to TSPC by
3:45 p.m.

December 16: Christmas Party 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Gather at the home of Adam Brumbaugh for finger foods
and a gift exchange. Everyone should bring a $5 wrapped
gift (suitable for a girl or a boy).
Boys: Bring a savory finger food to share
Girls: Bring a sweet finger food to share
Drinks provided.

December 16: Christmas Party 4:00-5:30 p.m.
Gather at the home of Eliza Dana for finger foods and a
gift exchange. Everyone should bring a $5 wrapped gift
(suitable for a girl or a boy).
Boys: Bring a sweet finger food to share
Girls: Bring a savory finger food to share
Drinks provided.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ADVISORS
• Jay Moffett, Emily Guyer

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ADVISORS
• Dylan Yancey, Glenn Martin

December 23 & 30– Christmas Holiday, Youth Groups Will Not Meet

All God’s gifts are right in front of you!
Not only that, but God Himself is right alongside,
To keep you steady and on track until Jesus returns.
God, who got you started in this spiritual adventure, will do this,
For He is faithful.
He will never give up on you.
(1 Corinthians 1:7-9)
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN DECEMBER
Everyone is welcome to serve. Please contact project coordinator to learn more.
Thursday, December 13 - Love In the Name of Christ invites you to attend graduation for the Loving Your
Neighbor program at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary of Tinkling Spring. This is a wonderful opportunity to hear firsthand how lives are transformed through this ministry. Refreshments will follow in Spring Hall.
Monday, December 17 - Thursday, December 20 - help deliver Angel Tree gifts to families. Please contact Lara
Marcum for more details.
Tuesday, December 18 – Lunch at Disciples Kitchen at Second Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro from 10:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. Contact Sue Ervin at 540-943-1011, for more information.
Thursday, December 20 - Food Pantry will distribute from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Please call Donna Pangburn if you would
like to lend a hand.
Thursday, December 20 - Clothes Closet will distribute from 5:00-7:00 p.m. If you would like to help, please contact Sue Ervin.
Thursday, December 20 - Diaper Closet distribution. If interested, please contact Hazel Jones.

“Mission Matters” for the Month of December
The Gift of Love and Sharing Mitten Tree, Sox Box, and Angel Tree
December is the season for giving and sharing God’s Love. The Mission Ministry offers many ways for Tinkling
Spring to do this. The Mitten Tree is set up in the coffee area waiting to be adorned with colorful scarves, hats,
gloves, and mittens to be distributed locally to WARM, Valley Mission, Salvation Army, and Disciples Kitchen.
Nearby the Sox Box is awaiting warm socks for all ages and both genders to be distributed locally as well. Inside
the sanctuary the Angel Tree can be found with many ornaments sharing items that can be purchased to assist four
families secured through the Salvation Army. December 16 is the last day for donations to be received. This will
allow the Mission Ministry a week to get the items distributed throughout our community. We ask that gifts for
the Angel Tree be returned wrapped with the Angel tag taped to the gift. It is also suggested that store gift receipts
be enclosed with the gift. Thank you so much for your participation in sharing God’s love with our community.

WARM Cold Weather Shelter
It is always a struggle for WARM (Waynesboro Area Refuge Ministry) to find a church to host the cold weather
shelter during the week of Christmas. It has become a tradition for the organization to find a location for the
shelter to be housed throughout this week with folks (church groups, businesses, organizations, families, etc.)
from throughout the community providing the meals and volunteers. WARM has named this “Community
Week.” This year Tinkling Spring will open the door to WARM to house the shelter in Spring Hall for
“Community Week.” If you would like to help by spending some time at the shelter or providing food, you may
register your desire on the website for WARM www.warmwaynesboro.org
Tinkling Spring will be hosting the shelter the week of February 25 – March 3, 2019 providing meals and
volunteers throughout the week. In the past years we have carried out this week with three coordinators dividing
up the responsibilities. At this time we are in need of one more person to join this team with Becky Williams and
John Marcum. If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please call John or Becky.

Christmas Joy Offering
During the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by supporting:
• The Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions
• Schools and Colleges Equipping Communities of Color
• Leadership Development for People of Color.
Throughout the month of December, envelopes for this offering may be found in the pews in the sanctuary. If you
wish to contribute, checks should be payable to TSPC, inserted into the provided envelopes, and placed in the
offering plate.
The Mission Ministry would like to thank each of you for your support throughout 2018 to the many mission
opportunities at Tinkling Spring. We also wish you a most beautiful Advent and Christmas Season. May God’s
blessings abound. Merry Christmas!

Tinkling Times, December 2018

Page 8

“Mission Matters” for the Month of December
Clean-Up Buckets Needed for Hurricane Florence Victims
Sponsored by TSPC Mission Ministry
Shenandoah Presbytery is collecting Church World Service (CWS) Clean-Up Buckets to be sent to North and
South Carolina for Hurricane Florence victims. Empty buckets are available for purchase at Lowes and Home
Depot stores and most supplies can be found at the Dollar Store. Please place filled buckets under or near the
mission table located in the coffee area outside the sanctuary the week of Sunday, December 2 – Sunday,
December 9. For questions, please contact Bob Kuykendall at 540-241-9952.

Supplies Needed for Emergency Cleanup Buckets :

















One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid (If bucket has been used, clean well but do not use if it has
held chemicals of any kind.)
Four scouring pads
Seven sponges, including one large
One scrub brush
Eighteen reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy Wipes)
One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent
One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap
One 12-16 oz. bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water
(no spray bottles)
One package of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs non surgical latex gloves
One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather
24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton
One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent

All cleaning items must be new, all liquid items must be capped and securely tightened. Place all items into the
bucket, making sure they are packed securely to avoid damage during shipment. Snap the lid on tight and seal
with packing tape.

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
The deadline to submit information for next month’s newsletter is Friday, December 14.
Send your brief announcement for the weekly bulletin by 12:00 p.m. each Wednesday.
The office will be closed on Monday, December 24, through Wednesday, December 26, for the Christmas
holiday.
On December 24, the Interim Pastor and the Director of Christian Education will be in and out of the church
preparing for the Christmas Eve services, and happily, the church secretary will be on vacation.
 Change in deadline for the December 30 bulletin and take home: Please submit your announcements to the
office by noon on Wednesday, December 19.




When writing announcements for the bulletin or newsletter, please keep in mind the 5 Ws:
WHO? WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? WHY?
Answer all of these questions in your announcement, and you can be sure that your news will be heard. Please
send your articles to office@tinklingspring.com or place your information in the secretary’s mailbox in the
workroom. All submissions are subject to editing.
*Because of time constraints, submissions for the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter
received after the deadline will appear in the next publication.
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TSPC Church Inclement Weather Information
During inclement weather for the regular workday (Monday – Friday) morning/afternoon/evening events, please
follow the Augusta County Schools delay and closing schedule. If school is canceled, all events for that day/night
at the church are canceled, and the church office will be closed. If school is delayed, then all morning events at the
church are cancelled, and the church office will open late. If school closes early, then all afternoon and evening
events at the church are canceled, and the church office will close early.
In the event of snow and/or ice on a Sunday morning, we will notify these stations as soon as a decision about
services is made.
A message will also be recorded on the church voicemail system (885-0746).
WHSV TV 3 - reports worship service cancellations or delays only
WVIR TV 29 - reports worship service cancellations or delays only

Poinsettia Order Form
For the Advent season, we will again adorn the sanctuary from Sunday, December 9,
until Sunday, December 23 with poinsettias. The red flower will be in a 6” pot at the
cost of $10.00 each. This cost will include a pre-formed pot cover and bow.
ORDERING DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
Poinsettias may be picked up after the 8:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. services on
Sunday, December 23. Flowers not picked up by Friday, December 28, will be donated.
I (we) would like to place an order.
Enclosed is a check in the amount of _____________ payable to “TSPC” ~ Memo ~ “Poinsettia Fund”
1ST Poinsettia is being placed in sanctuary

____ In Honor of ________________________________________________________________
OR
____ In Memory of _______________________________________________________________
By _____________________________________________________________________________
2ND Poinsettia is being placed in sanctuary
____ In Honor of ________________________________________________________________
OR

____ In Memory of ______________________________________________________________
By ____________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIMIT TWO ORDERS PER FORM
PERSON SUBMITTING FORM ____________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER ___________________________________________________________________________
YOU ARE ASKED TO PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION. FORMS MAY BE PLACED IN THE OFFERING PLATE,
GIVEN DIRECTLY TO ELAINE CAMPBELL, OR SUBMITTED TO THE CHURCH OFFICE.

If you have any questions, please contact Elaine at 649-4259.
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